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NEXT MEETING (OR GATHERING) will be on the 22nd November and it will be a get-together (no workshop)
as it will be our last meeting for this year. If we had a meeting in December it would impede on family
Christmas celebrations. It will also be a time for membership renewals for 2026.

Bring along some Christmas food for sharing. We will put all that food on the table for us to pick and
choose whatever we want.

Also bring along something for ‘show-and-tell’ to add interest to our last gathering for this year.

Try to be there by mid-morning if possible.

Dear Members,

Another year is coming to an end and thankfully the very wet winter we had was a ‘bug-bare’ to say the
leastll We had the heaviest rainy period in winter that | can ever remember, and it was hard to get out
and do too much.

A few weeks ago, we displayed our stones at the School of Bonsai Show for their Spring Show of which
our suiseki club is affiliated with.

This was the first fime that we decided to exhibit our stones with scrolls, and it certainly was difficult to
source scrolls here in the first place. We searched a Buddhist shop in the city, | had a few that were left to
me by bonsai members. We also asked around our bonsai friends but fo no avail. Then the task was to
perfectly match our stones with the scrolls that we finally acquired. It is not as simple as just hanging a
scroll - my understanding is that it had to relate to the stone on display. One member sourced a couple
of them online and they proved successful. A bonsai friend of mine loaned me 2 scrolls that he got
overseas many years ago.

Looking through my library at home my understanding of displaying with scrolls is that it must harmonize
with the stone or bonsai in question. Also, we had an accent plant to finish off our display.

Between every single display, John made these fabulous dividers painted black to harmonize with the
school’s black ftablecloths. This enabled each display to be a separate entity to the other stones on
display. We had 3 trestle tables in a marquee on the lawns to display our stones.

As we did last year, all of us went through our obsolete small stones, wrapped them in fancy paper and
they were then given away for free to children, who were absolutely delighted with their free ‘bounty!’.
Quite a few of them came back for more, so we obliged and gave them more. Hopefully, there will be
some stone-lovers to carry on the great tradition of stone collecting in the futurel!




| would like to thank the members who made a lot of effort to make our display a success with what we
had to work with. By all accounts | did receive some lovely comments about making the display different
every year. Next year it will be all about miniature stones on display stands.

Let's see what we come up with then...... stay tuned!!

This is the last newsletter for this year as we don’t meet in December only for a festive get-together, so |
wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas Season fill we meet up next year.

Till then,
Brenda

HERE ARE SOME PHOTOS FROM OUR RECENT SHOW

Above: Thisis John's ‘Plum Blossoms in the Snow’ stone.
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Above: This is my mountain stone found on a beach in Western Australia

Above: This is Rolf's display of a mountain stone in a lake complete with sand to represent water and a
little boat.



Above: Thisis Greg's ‘scholar stone’ that he found on his property at Oberon, New South Wales.
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New information added this month

Stone of the Month: A Japanese Furuya stone

Feature Article: In Praise of Watering Stones

Book of the Month: The 41st Korean Suseok
Association National Exhibition (2023)

Contemporary Stone of the Month: An Italian Po
River stone display by Gian Luigi Enny

Base Carvers Guide: See our newest entry:
Jason Bilodeau from Canada

Poems: 28 new poems inspired by "Manitou's Chalice"

News from Korea: "Meeting the Hat and the Suseok™

exhibition by the Sangju Suseok Association

Over Christmas take a look at the wonderful articles on Tom's website to acquaint yourself with changing
frends in stone collecting that happen all over the world.

A TALE OF TWO ROCK SHOPS

Some time ago I was fortunate to spend time in Japan soaking up the bonsai atmosphere
which can be almost overwhelming. Being interested in rocks as well as trees I made a
point on two separate occasions to seek out small shops devoted entirely to the sale of the
most wondrous collection of suiseki and beautiful stones.

The first was situated on the outskirts of Kyoto, so it gave my husband and I a chance to
see a little of everyday life away from the tourist areas. Owned by elderly Japanese who
spoke only a little English this proved to be no problem. Our apparent enthusiasm for
everything we viewed was infectious so for an hour we became firm friends through a
mutual interest.

Limited by space and the need to watch luggage weight I stuck to the premise that big is
not always beautiful and selected a long black mountain range measuring 16.5 x 5 cm
which had been cut across the bottom and a black mountain 8.5 x 8 cm with two jutting
peaks and a border of grey.



We were invited to enjoy tea with the owner, which led to a very interesting discussion.
How, you ask when we all had none or little command of each other’s language? Not a
problem. No matter where I go in the world, I suffer from the unfailing expectation that I
will survive happily without a phrase book. Not so Rolf, however, who just as well
always carries one.

We were fascinated with the blackness of many of the rocks which led the owner to fetch a
glass jar with a dark liquid and the outer casing of what turned out to be walnut shells. He
said it was “BIG SHECRET’. Through pantomime he demonstrated that this concoction
was painted on the rock to produce the blackness!! So much for natural suiseki as found
in Japan!

He tried valiantly to make us understand what the liquid was but no matter how many
times he repeated the word, the phrase book was too small to help.

On returning home the small mountain sustained a chip in the black section and sure
enough, where this occurred the stone was grey. The longer mountain range had not been
treated.

The next trip I left Rolf at home to water the bonsai and I set off with two friends to the st
World Bonsai Convention in Omiya. After that mind numbing experience we set off to
Takeyama at the foot of the Japan Alps where a festival was just beginning. We enjoyed
the happy atmosphere for the day and night and then my friends headed south while I set
out for Kanazawa on the North Coast.

Because my train was not leaving until midday, I made inquiries and found another rock
shop about 10 minutes’ walk away from the hotel. This shop was another Aladdin’s Cave
of the most beautiful suiseki, some of enormous proportions.

Still without a phrase book (I never learn) the elderly owner — it’s obviously not a young
man’s business — saw that I was interested in Chrysanthemum Stones. They must have
been very dear to his heart because he showed me everything, he had in the shop then took
me down a flight of stairs to where he had boxes of small stones and helped me pick out
two tiny pieces, one polished with a large flower and one unpolished with a small flower.
Both have a red pattern in their flowers. They are not wonderfully shaped but a great
memento just the same.

I had already selected a dark slightly polished stone complete with daiza, 6.5 x 8 cm with
a cluster of three close flowers complete with stems and a separate single flower.

Clutching my treasures I glanced at the time and discovered I had just fifteen minutes to
board the only train leaving that day for Kanazawa. No taxi in sight I ran all the way to
the hotel, asked for my bag and a taxi which fortunately arrived at the same time.



I made the train with just a minute to spare. Had I missed it I would have been either
sleeping in the hotel foyer or at the station as every available room had been rented well in
advance for the rest of the festival. Had that happened it would have been worth it
because I would not have missed that suiseki experience no matter what had happened!

Georgina Kretschmar (one of our longstanding members)

| would like to wish all our members and friends of Suiseki Australia a very
Happy Christmas and New Year and looking forward to gathering again in
the New Year.

Stay safe and enjoy all the festivities with family and friends. Till next year,
Happy Stone Hunting!!







