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NEXT SUISEKI WORKSHOP WILL BE ON THIS SATURDAY THE 11th JULY AT RAY’S 

 
Dear Members, 

 

Humble apologies for the lateness of the newsletter as our bonsai club has been very busy organizing the 

Australian Bonsai Convention for next year in May. 

 

We had another site inspection the other day and the space we have for our stone display will be 

fantastic.  As I told you previously the stones will have to be quite large and nothing too small.  I will 

explain more this coming Saturday at the workshop.  I would like to see them beautifully displayed and if 

you have any questions, please ask me at the workshop on Saturday.  This is our chance to show a 

proper stone display at this convention.   

 

All stones must be either on a bonsai stand or mat in their own daiza or alternatively, in a suiban with 

sand.  Try to make your display ‘believable’ to the general public and our bonsai friends from around our 

country.  I would like to also see a soe (accent plant) or accent item placed next to the stone that may 

convey the ‘scene’ for the public.  We will discuss this at our next few meetings.  If you are concerned 

about it, bring your ideas to our next few workshops so we can have a group discussion. 

 

I was scrolling through Facebook the other day and I came across this photo from Indonesia (below), 

and I was taken by it.  Some people may say it is too busy, but I loved it!  Here in Australia, we are a bit 

behind the rest of the world when it comes to displaying stones, only because we don’t seem to have a 

big following for this fascinating artform where overseas it is very prominent.  Let’s try to enlighten new 

ideas to our audiences with our stone displays that should always go together at our bonsai shows. 

 

We are lucky that within our club we do have some beautiful stones, so let’s all band together, plan our 

displays and show our visitors that ‘yes’ we do have great stones here! 

 

See you all this Saturday. 

Brenda 

 

FINAL THOUGHT 

 

 ‘Every man has his tastes, and every object seeks its own partner. 

  The field for young people gets emptier and tolerates no white-haired men. 

  I turn to twin-peak stones, asking 

  If they would accompany me, the old man. 

  The stones, though unable to speak 

  Promised to remain my faithful friends.’ 

 

- Bai Juyi 
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TIMBER FINISHES – by Gail Tooth (Wagga Wagga Bonsai Club) 

 

SANDING 

 
Materials – White carborundum or filler paper.  Garnet paper can alsp be used but I find the white better. 

                    DON’T USE GLASS PAPER. 

        Cork hand block. 

        Steel wool 00 grade could be useful if you have very small areas to be worked. 

        If possible, Makita or Ryobi palm or quarter sander – not a belt sander. 

        Grades of sandpaper – 150 coarse, 180 medium and 240 fine.   

 

Method -    Start with the coarse grade, seeing you are worked on tooled timber.  Sand the flat surfaces 

        using the sander or the cork block.  Sand carefully on rounded or curved surfaces using the 

        paper onlyi, The steel wool could be useful for difficult areas.  Be careful not to sand too 

        close to the edges as this removes extra layers of wood.  Always sand in the direction of the 

        wood’s grain.  Once the dust settles move onto the next grade and finish with the fine grade. 

        The surface should end up feeling very smooth like glass. 

 

STAINING 

Materiqls – Tin of stain, clean brush, and old cotton cloths such as old singlets or t-shirts. 

 

Method -    First make sure you have removed all the dust.  Don’t wash the timber.  I have used a very 

a 

                    Brush the stain on the wood.  Remove immediately and thoroughly by wiping in the 

                    direction of the grain with a clean cloth.  Allow 24 hours for the stain to dry before finishing. 

        If you don’t think the colour is dark enough, a second coat of that colour will not make it 

        darker.  You will need to change your colour.  You may do this by mixing stains, drop the 

        darker stain into the lighter stain in very small amounts or you may change the colour.  If 

                    you don’t like the colour you have to strip the stain and fine sand it again.  It is best to not 

        make this mistake. 
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FINISHING 

 

My preferred finish in Danish Oil and beeswax. 

 

Danish Oil -  Provide adequate ventilation.  Apply with a cleqn brush; allow a few minutes to soak in, 

                      Then wipe it off with a clean cloth.  If the oil is sticky when you wipe it off it has been left on 

          too long or the oil is old.  It then needs to be thinned with turpentine.  Allow coat to dry 

                      before applying the next coat – at least 40 minutes.  Leave then for 24 hours to set.  Then 

                      reapply oil as before until you achieve the desired finish.  I usually give 4 – 6 coats.  I find 

                      that is enough because I use the Beeswqx.  If you don’t wish to use the beeswax, then it 

                      could take more coats for a nice finish. 

 

Beeswax -    Best done on a sunny day.  Apply beeswqx with a very fine steel wool 000/0000 grades. 

                      0000 grade is difficult to find.  Using a light, slow, circular motion massage the wax into the 

                      wood.  Wipe off the wax as you go before the wax hardens.  Using a clean, soft cloth rub in 

                      direction of the grain.  Apply 2 – 3 coats then buff with another soft cloth or lamb’s wool 

                      buffer on a drill.  The buffer is much, much easier if you have access to one. 

 

Ed.  Gail restores old furniture, so hope this article has given you a few tips on how to finish off the daizas 

for your stones. 

 

 

  

 

VSANA July Update 

                      www.vsana.org  
    

 

Go to Tom Elias’s website above and see some very interesting stones displayed just recently.  Tom goes 

to a lot of trouble helping stone lovers 

 around the world informed about stone displays, new innovate ideas on displaying, daizas  etc.  This is 

appreciated especially for us here in Australia as we are far away from all the exciting displays that 

appear all over the world. 

Keep watching every month for other interesting information that he has on his website.  We all learn so 

much about our passion for stones from Tom.  

 

 

 

See you all this coming Saturday and bring your unique ideas to the workshop.  Till then, stqy warm!! 

 

        -Brenda  

http://www.vsana.org/

