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SUISEKI NEWSLETTER FOR MAY 2026 

 

Our next suiseki workshop at Ray’s is on the 23rd May starting at 9am.  Hope to see a few of you there? 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

 

We are heading into winter and looking for stones would have to be on the back burner until the 

weather warms up again in spring.  Nevertheless, there is still lots we can do e.g.  we can make daizas for 

all the stones we still have at home (and I know we all have so many of them)!!  We have collected them 

for years and over time and I suspect we have piles at home waiting for that base so they can be 

displayed.  

 

Next year our bonsai club is hosting the 2027 AABC Convention here in Sydney in May, and it was 

requested for us to put on a nice suiseki display.   At this stage we do not know how much space we are 

getting for this display so start looking at your stones and have them well prepared for it.  It is our time to 

show the visitors what we have here in our country.  I would like to suggest displaying larger stones as I 

know where they will be situated at the Liverpool Catholic Club the smaller stones may ‘disappear’.  

Closer to the time I will let you know how many tables we will be allotted so we can judge how many we 

need to bring.   

 

Displaying our stones correctly is very important so think about your stone/s you wish to display and bring 

your questions and thoughts to our workshop days.  I am getting in early so we can arrange things to the 

best of our ability. 

 

Jan Briggs, a former member of our club wrote a short article on displaying suiseki in the proper way, I 

have got her permission to publish it……. 

 

Displaying Suiseki 

Viewing stones are admired and exhibited as works of art in their own right.  They may, however, also be 

used as a subsidiary to a major bonsai. 

 

There are 2 methods of displaying suiseki: in shallow bonsai dishes filled with sand, small gravel or even 

water; or, on a stand which has been specially carved to fit the shape of the stone.  These bases (daizas) 

as they are called are often works of art in themselves – made of rosewood, teak, mahogany or other 

woods that are easily carved.  The mounting of a suiseki is very important – it has to enhance the stone, 

not to distract from it.  It is important that if a stone represents a coastline, it is better to display it in a 

shallow container with water rather than mounted on a wooden stand.  

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

The base of a stone may be ground down to cut flat to fit a wooden stand (daiza), but the shape of the 

stone must be formed naturally, except the chrysanthemum stone which is often polished to highlight the 

‘flowers’. 

 

At our workshops we can start having conversations on our stones and how we will be displaying them.  

Please bring your thoughts to the workshops and even your stones you wish to put on display.  Then when 

I know how much room we will have, then we can get down to the ‘nitty-gritty’ on displaying them.  This 

is our prime opportunity to show the rest of our Australian registrants and our two Japanese masters who 

will be our special guests on what we have in our wonderful country.  Please be involved so we can do 

the best we can for a great display. 

 

FINAL THOUGHT 

 

 ‘Usually bonsai people love stones – it seems to me all over the world people’s tastes 

  Is similar.  We love nature.  We love to hold natural things in our hands. 

  Because nature is always close to us’, 

- Anon 

 

 
 

Above: This large stone of mine I found at a garden centre in one piece, and I thought of cutting the 

bottom of it and then mounting it on a ‘double’ daiza.  All for the cost of $10 and it is very heavy. 

 

 

 

ROCK CLASSIFICATIONS by Barrington Chee 

 

Types:  Igneous 

 Sedimentary 

 Metamorphic 

 

IGNEOUS: 

These rocks of igneous origin are formed from molten larva and include such common rocks as granite 

and diorite.  They are comprised of primary minerals such as quartz, the feldspars and the dark coloured 

minerals. 
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SEDIMENTARY: 

Sedimentary rocks have resulted from the deposition and recementation of weathering products of other 

rocks.  For example, quartz and weathered from granite and deposited in the bottom of a prehistoric 

sea.  Through geological changes, these rocks have become cemented into a solid mass called 

SANDSTONE.  Another example is cemented clays which are termed SHALE. 

 

Sedimentary rocks: Limestone, Sandstone, Shale, Conglomerate. 

 

METAMORPHIC: 

Metamorphic rocks are those which have formed by the metamorphism or change in form of other 

rocks. 

 

Metamorphic rocks: Schist, Slate, Marble. 

 

WHERE TO FIND THEM 

 

There are rock shops where you can buy all these rocks but that is not very interesting and certainly not 

very adventurous.  If you decide to go on a rock hunt, here’s where you will find some: 

 

Back of Bourke Petrified wood (dark colour and has lots of desert varnish.  There is a large belt of 

serpentine rock, marble and limestone.  Obviously, a good place to go if you looking for interesting rocks 

for saikei. 

 

Bass Point Petrified wood. 

 

Bodalla, Coonabaraban, Dunedoo Dark slate rock.   

 

Birdsville Track  Some great stones found there by 2 of our past members. 

 

Sofala and the head of the Shoalhaven River are also great stone searching areas. 

 

ROCKS FOR SAIKEI 

 

The rocks used in saikei must be of interesting character.  They should have direction and flow with lots of 

interesting peaks or dumps on the surface.  Pick them up and examine them carefully from all sides 

before you go to the trouble of carrying them home.  Don’t forget that they are rocks and rocks are 

mostly heavy objects for their size.  Put a few of them together and you have quite a load.  The 

suspension on your car, your suitcase and/or the airline are 3 good reasons to be selective. 

 

Rocks with flat surfaces or those which look like potatoes are of no use.  Vary the size of the rocks you 

select.  All the same sized rocks will make a boring saikei.  All the rocks in a saikei should be matching.  It 

would not look appropriate to mix tall, “mountain shaped” rocks with rounder “river” rocks.  Just 

remember when picking up a rock that junk material will never make a good saikei. 

 

Very importantly is to ensure that you have the owner’s permission before going onto private property to 

look for rocks.  Some areas require a miner’s licence (at a small fee) and remember that removal of 

rocks, flora and fauna from National Parks is a definite NO NO! 

 

You can’t be too careful or put too much thought into selecting an appropriate rock for a rock planting 

or those in saikei. 
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Here is a photo of our member Shane Boyce (right) who won an award for his Tunnel Stone that was 

displayed at the recent AABC Convention in Hobart Tasmania.  Congratulations Shane, well done. 

With him is Nigel Atkinson, a very prominent suiseki person from Perth, Western Australia. 

The special award to Shane was for his tunnel stone, below. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Next month I will put some other photos of stones from the Hobart Convention, till then, 

 

See you all at the next workshop at Ray’s on the 23rd May. 
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