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Next daiza workshop is on the 20th June at Ray’s Nursery starting at 9am 

 

 

Dear Members, 

 

Well, here we are at the beginning of winter and personally I am not looking forward to the rest of the 

season as it is impossible to get outside to enjoy the outdoors.  I think a lot of us have bonsai collections as 

well, and we must brave the elements to keep an eye on our trees.  Of course, going out to collect 

stones is on the back burner for now.  When we were all younger these things didn’t bother us and we 

thought nothing of it, but now it has become a different story.   

 

One thing that will keep our minds off the weather situation is that we can all look forward to preparing 

for our suiseki display at the Illawarra Bonsai Society AABC Convention next year in May.  It is an Australian 

national convention with visitors coming from all over Australia to help support our club.  Personally, I am 

excited that we can put on a formal suiseki display for all to see and appreciate together with our club’s 

bonsais.  Also, we have invited the Suzuki father and son team from Japan to join us for this event plus 

other bonsai artists from here as well.  I hope that we can put on the best display of our stones and 

bonsais for all to see.  We have also contacted many vendors who will be selling their wares from bonsai 

pots, bonsai stands, bonsai stock ……… you name it we will have it there for you to purchase. 

 

I am looking over my collection of stones to display, together with stands, maybe the odd scroll and of 

course an accent to complete the display.  It is important that we display them in the proper manner to 

what I see from overseas displays and in books.  We will discuss this at our workshops in the next few 

months to prepare properly for this event.  Let’s all band together and put on a fabulous display.   

 

 
 

An example of a well displayed stone belonging to one of our members. 

 

Till next time, Brenda 
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FINAL THOUGHT 

 

 ‘For me this Suiseki is a stone, which I have awakened to life by my imagination.’ 

 

- Willi Benz 

 

 

I just had to repeat this amazing article that our friend and member from Tasmania wrote and the photos 

that went with it……. enjoy!! 

Suiseki and Rock UTOPIA 

I have now been there! 

By Shane Boyce 

 

In September/October 2019 I completed a 3-week study trip around China and Inner Mongolia.  I started 

in Hong Kong where I met up Philip E.  We spent the day visiting a couple of Bonsai gardens but saw 

very little in the way of Suiseki, so it was back to the hotel for a cool down and an iced drink.  The next 

day we travelled to Chengdu via a 10-hour bullet train sightseeing trip.  A very worthwhile journey for 

the stunning mountain views, great inspiration for Penjing landscape designs. 
 

In Chengdu we met up with Chad and Li who hosted us and the rest of the Penjing Australia directors, 

Allan H, Adrian H, Greg H and Neville D.  We were there as a joint partnership with the Chengdu 

government, Penjing Town and Penjing Australia.  The purpose of this part of the trip was to establish a 

relationship between Penjing Town and Penjing Australia as a training facility for the future.  Over four 

days we visited many stunning Penjing gardens and had some fabulous Sichuan Hot Pot banquets before 

departing Chengdu on another bullet train for the trip to Zunyi, further into central China, for the Bonsai 

Clubs International (BCI) 2019 Convention. 
 

For those of you who have not yet been to a BCI convention, this is my fourth; I encourage you to do so.  

They are run on a different set up to an Association of Australian Bonsai Clubs (AABC) convention.  

There are more tours to Penjing/Bonsai gardens and related interests such as Suiseki.  The international 

delegates are all very friendly and eager to converse to hear about Bonsai and Suiseki in each other’s 

region of the world. 
 

The 2019 convention had about 500 delegates, many plates of food, 400 display trees, 150 selling stalls 

and at least 500 Suiseki beautifully displayed in glass enclosed cabinets to allow viewing 24 hours a day. 

6.30am was my preferred time!   One thing I noticed was the amount of thought and detail that was put 

into many of the daiza for the stones.  Sometimes the stone was very much a secondary part of the display 

and it worked.  The sales area had many Suiseki stalls with rocks of varying sizes and stages of 

development.  There were many temptations to buy but I knew I had to hold back for Utopia was not far 

away.  After four days of mentally inspiring activities and tummy filling banquets it was time to catch a 

flight to Inner Mongolia with 43 other delegates for the BCI after tour.  This sorted out the serious rockers 

among us. 
 

The day we flew to Alashan was spent firstly visiting a large local Penjing garden and display that was 

put on especially for us, followed by a 2.5 hour flight to Yinchuan, then a 2 hour bus drive on to Alashan.  

Phew a very long hot day travelling before we arrived at our hotel in Alashan, Inner Mongolia.  What an 

elaborate hotel it was too and we arrived just in time for another banquet for dinner. 
 

Day 1 was spent around the local sights, riding camels in the desert and a small rock market of about 100 

stalls, let the buying begin!  But hold back still, I was told.   
 

Day 2 was a cultural day to temples and to see Mongolian life as it was, more food banquets and a 

fantastic night concert, I love opera.   
 

Day 3 - ta-da UTOPIA ‼  Well, how do I explain this?  If you are into rocks of any sort this is the place. 
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The Alashan Viewing Stone Museum is five stories high and equivalent in width, filled with amazing 

historic viewing stones.  Two carousels 5m wide were filled with food stones alone.  Then there were the 

inside rock stalls, fifty of them, ho hum, it was outside where it was rocking BIG TIME.  
 

ONE THOUSAND stalls selling JUST ROCKS, no typo – yes, I said 1000.  We spent 2 days there, off 

and on, in between celebrating China’s 70th Anniversary of becoming a Republic.  There were sooooo 

many types of grit, pebbles, rocks, Viewing Stones, daizas and stands.  There were rocks half the size of a 

mountain!  We had total freedom to go where we liked.  I think I went up and down every aisle, but I bet I 

still didn’t see every stall - my eyes were rolling in my head. 

 

It is proving difficult to pass on, to describe, to define what I saw and learnt in one small article.  It is one 

of those places you go to where you have to just absorb as much as you can without your head exploding 

then to try and recall it all – again without your head exploding.  I feel humbled and privileged to have 

joined in the four-day tour.  The atmosphere of excitement and inspiration was constant and almost 

overwhelming.  I will go back to that market again one day for sure. 
 

I flew back to Shanghai after Mongolia to spend seven days there for some R&R and to catch up with my 

friend Rong who owns a Viewing Stone shop at a market where there are some 200 stalls.  I learnt a great 

deal talking with Rong for many hours.  We have learnt to use an instant ‘voice to voice’ translation app, 

very handy indeed.  Communication is getting easier the more times I go to China but this app I found 

just makes it so much easier. 
 

I took 17kg of Tasmanian rocks to China to give away and swap for ‘other worldly’ rocks.   

I came home with 30kg of ‘other worldly’ rocks, and bonsai pots, and ornaments, and of course a present 

for my wife, a rock! 
 

I expect to make my fifth trip to China in May 2020 in my position as a Director of Penjing Australia, 

building on our relationship with Penjing Town in Chengdu. There is also a little Viewing Stone shop I 

need to go back to as I could not buy that large snow-capped mountain stone last time, aarrr! the things 

we do for that special stone. 

 

                
Suiseki, BCI Convention, Zunyi                             Suiseki on elaborate daiza, Zunyi 
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Left:  The stone that Shane purchased which is 40cm tall………amazing!! 

 

Right: An elaborate suiseki display at an exhibition Shane went to.  Just love the fellow on the bike making 

a dash for it!!! 

 

 

(This is an important article that John wrote regarding sanding our daizas that we make) Read on………... 

 

Topic: Sanding – the Suiseki equivalent to bonsai wiring or plucking Juniper needles. 

                              ‘Tedious but Necessary’ 

Now that your daiza has been carved and the stone is ready to be mounted, it needs to be finished with a 

coating of some sort, stain, varnish, wax etc. Before this can happen, the wood needs to be sanded 

thoroughly to remove any scratches or marks left by carving tools. You will need to sand the surface as 

smooth as possible; this can be done in several ways. 

Some points on sanding timber. 

* Wherever possible always sand along the grain. Sanding across the grain can leave scratches that are 

hard to remove, these may not be noticeable when the timber is bare but will stand out once the finishing 

stains etc. have been applied. Scratches across the grain expose the ends of wood fibres and these will 

absorb more of the finishing coats than the straight grain, leading to darker lines in the wood.  

* Soft timbers such as pine, WRC etc. scratch more easily than hardwood but are easier to sand. 

* Hard timber is more difficult to sand but gives a smoother finish. 

* Scratches can be difficult to see on the bare wood and you can make them more obvious by wiping the 

surface with a cloth dampened with turps or water, note where the marks are, allow to dry and then sand.      

   

1. Hand Sanding; Use sandpaper on a block for flat surfaces or rolled into a tube or wrapped around 

a pencil if you need to sand curves. Start with coarse grit to remove timber quickly and then use 

finer grits to get a smooth finish. Non clog papers such as Adalox, Drilube or Abranet Cloth are 

recommended. These are a little more expensive but give a much better result. Paper comes in 

sheets or rolls that can be bought by the meter. Grades to use are 80 (coarse) to 280 (fairly fine) 

TIP: If you need very fine paper, try rubbing 2 pieces together.  
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2. Power Sanding; Rotary Tools have a huge range of bits that can be used for detailing.   

Drum and flap sanders are the obvious choice but many of the shaped stone grinding / polishing tips 

can be used. Experiment with these on some offcuts of timber so that you get to know which bits will 

give you the desired finish.  

3. Finishing; Final finishing can be done using very fine steel wool. This has the advantage of 

moulding itself to the shape of your daiza. Steel wool is available from woodworking shops and some 

hardware stores. Grades range from ‘0’ fine to ‘0000’ very fine, do not use kitchen type scourers as 

these are too coarse and mark the timber. 

Note: If using the above wet wiping method with steel wool, do not use water, this can cause rust 

stains on the timber. 

Other finishing tools are small files and diamond rasps which are available in various profiles.  

4. After you have sanded, all dust and steel residue must be removed from the surface before applying 

any varnish etc. This can be done by using a soft bristle brush (old toothbrushes are handy) or an air 

compressor if you happen to have one lying about. You can blow the dust away but be careful not to 

inhale the dust, blowing through a drinking straw. 

 

 

 

 

I am a closet case rock ‘n’ stones fan, and this is the story of my small addiction over the past year… 

 

After asking just about everybody in the bonsai society of southern Tasmania, my local club (and the only 

bonsai club in the southern half of Tassie), who and where could I talk to people that were suiseki 

fanatics??? Well, some of the lovely people asked “oh, that’s the rock thing right?”, or, after I offered 

some brief description of what I perceived suiseki to be, said, “yeah, some people do collect rocks but 

they’re mostly for root over rock style bonsai.” 

So much to my dismay, there is NOT a suiseki club in my part of the state, unfortunate for me… 

 

I have however, travelled up and down the east coast and around the Tamar valley (Launceston) area to 

add to my already grown, growing collection and have found some very interesting rocks and stones. 

Some of my friends have told me that the west coast is much more rugged, and there will be much more 

of the goodies I’m looking for. 

 

Here is a few of the lovely pieces of this good earth I have collected. 

 

P.S.   Sorry no daizas, I don’t have a lot of time at the moment… 

 

 
 

 

See you all on the 20th June for our workshop. 
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